Practitioners are filling in for scarce physicians.
Facing a dearth of physicians, rural America is turning to mid-level practitioners. The changing rural healthcare system is relying more on primary care and outpatient services, and mid-level practitioners are viewed as the most economical providers of such care. States, swayed by arguments that rural access to care is decreasing, are loosening licensing restrictions so "mid-levels" can treat where few physicians want to work.